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(Pub. L. 99–172, § 13, Dec. 9, 1985, 99 Stat. 1022.) 

§ 3713. ‘‘State’’ defined 

For purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘State’’ 
includes the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, and the terri-
tories and possessions of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 99–172, § 14, Dec. 9, 1985, 99 Stat. 1022.) 

§ 3714. Tax-exempt status 

The corporation shall maintain its status as 
an organization exempt from taxation as pro-
vided in title 26. If the corporation fails to main-
tain such status, the charter granted by this 
chapter shall expire. 

(Pub. L. 99–172, § 15, Dec. 9, 1985, 99 Stat. 1022; 
Pub. L. 99–514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986’’ for ‘‘Internal Revenue Code of 1954’’, 

which for purposes of codification was translated as 

‘‘title 26’’ thus requiring no change in text. 

§ 3715. Failure to comply with restrictions or pro-
visions 

If the corporation shall fail to comply with 
any of the restrictions or provisions of this 
chapter, the charter granted by this chapter 
shall expire. 

(Pub. L. 99–172, § 16, Dec. 9, 1985, 99 Stat. 1023.) 
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§ 3801. Recognition as corporation and grant of 
Federal charter 

The Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc., a non-
profit corporation organized under the laws of 
the State of New York, is hereby recognized as 
such and is granted a charter. 

(Pub. L. 99–318, § 1, May 23, 1986, 100 Stat. 474.) 

§ 3802. Powers of corporation 

The Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. (here-
inafter in this chapter referred to as the ‘‘cor-

poration’’), shall have only those powers granted 
to it through its articles of incorporation filed 
in the State in which it is incorporated and its 
constitution and bylaws, and subject to the laws 
of such State. 

(Pub. L. 99–318, § 2, May 23, 1986, 100 Stat. 474.) 

§ 3803. Objects and purposes of corporation 

The objects and purposes of the corporation 
are those stated in its articles of incorporation, 
constitution, and bylaws and include a commit-
ment to— 

(1) uphold and defend the Constitution of the 
United States; 

(2) foster the improvement of the condition 
of Vietnam-era veterans; 

(3) promote the social welfare (including 
educational, economic, social, physical, and 
cultural improvement) in the United States by 
encouraging the growth and development, re-
adjustment, self-respect, self-confidence and 
usefulness of Vietnam-era veterans and other 
veterans; 

(4) improve conditions for Vietnam-era vet-
erans and develop channels of communication 
to assist Vietnam-era veterans; 

(5) conduct and publish research, on a non-
partisan basis, pertaining to the relationship 
between Vietnam-era veterans and the Amer-
ican society, to the Vietnam war experience, 
to the role of the United States in securing 
peaceful coexistence for the world community, 
and to other matters which affect the edu-
cational, economic, social, physical, or cul-
tural welfare of Vietnam-era veterans and 
other veterans and the families of such veter-
ans; 

(6) assist disabled Vietnam-era veterans and 
other veterans in need of assistance and the 
dependents and survivors of such veterans; and 

(7) consecrate the efforts of the members of 
the corporation and Vietnam-era veterans 
generally to mutual helpfulness and service to 
their country. 

(Pub. L. 99–318, § 3, May 23, 1986, 100 Stat. 474.) 

§ 3804. Service of process 

With respect to service of process, the corpora-
tion shall comply with the laws of the State in 
which it is incorporated and those States in 
which it carries on its activities in furtherance 
of its corporate purposes. 

(Pub. L. 99–318, § 4, May 23, 1986, 100 Stat. 475.) 

§ 3805. Membership 

Except as provided in section 3808 of this title, 
eligibility for membership in the corporation 
and the rights and privileges of members shall 
be as provided in the constitution and bylaws of 
the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 99–318, § 5, May 23, 1986, 100 Stat. 475.) 

§ 3806. Board of directors 

Except as provided in section 3808 of this title, 
the board of directors of the corporation, and 
the responsibilities of the board, shall be as pro-
vided in the constitution and bylaws of the cor-
poration and in conformity with the laws of the 
State in which it is incorporated. 


